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dates, we sighted fifteen vessels. I ordered the ship not to leave the
harbour until it was known what these were and in the afternoon
Pedro Menendez came in with the four frigates and the flyboats and
some small craft and the ships of the Santo Domingo fleet which
escaped from the enemy.

He arrived sick and very fearful lest he find this port occupied,
since he had so many warnings concerning enemies. Our Lord had
arranged the matter better ... He is making ready to leave with the
six frigates whenever Your Majesty shall send him order... (p. 2)...

... Havana, October 2, 1591.

Juan de Tcxeda (Rubric).

Document No. 84*
[Juan de Salas2 to the Crown, Havana, October 9, 1591]
(P-0                                     +
Sire
In compliance with Your Majesty's order I left Lisbon on April
18 and in three and a half days sighted the Canary Islands. Having
passed a hundred leagues beyond them I had calms and contrary
winds for twelve days.
On May 6 I discovered a corsair with a ship of 180 tons burden
and a crew of 70 men who had all sworn to die rather than surrender.
The vessel had come from the Cape Verde Islands, armament
fourteen pieces of iron ordnance.
When I hailed, demanding to know what ship he was, he answered
that he was from England; and when I ordered him to strike sails
for Your Majesty he bade me strike mine for the queen of England.
Thereupon he fired on me with six of his largest pieces of artillery
and with harquebuses. Summoning me to battle with a trumpet, he
sought to lay me aboard. But I and the good men I had with me did
our duty in such fashion that I killed 47 men and captured thirteen
badly wounded whom I took with me to Cartagena and then brought
1 A. del., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127.1 pliegot original.
a Commanding the flyboats which carried troops to Puerto Rico. Cf. Documents